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SUBJECT: GRC DENIES POLITICAL ASYLUM TO FOUR HIGH- 

PROFILE RWANDANS 

REF: A) YAOUNDE 856 B) YAOUNDE 579 

C) 94 YAOUNDE 11577 


1. (U) SUMMARY: 
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--THE GRC DECIDED ON APRIL 6, 1995, TO REJECT THE 
REQUESTS FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM OF FOUR PROMINENT RWANDAN 
EXILES DUE TO THEIR SUSPECTED COMPLICITY IN GENOCIDE. 

--THE GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCED THE DECISION ON 
APRIL 7 AND THEN RAN A LONGER ARTICLE IN ITS APRIL 10 
ISSUE WHICH CITED THE FOUR RWANDANS BY NAME. 
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END SUMMARY. 


ASYLUM DENIED TO FOUR RWANDAN EXILES 


2. (U) ON APRIL 7, 1995, THE GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER 
"CAMEROON TRIBUNE" ANNOUNCED THAT THE GRC DECIDED, ON 
APRIL 6, TO DENY POLITICAL ASYLUM TO RWANDANS 
IMPLICATED IN LAST YEAR'S GENOCIDE. THE FOLLOWING 
MONDAY, APRIL 10, THE TRIBUNE PROVIDED THE NAMES OF 
FOUR RWANDANS DENIED ASYLUM: JOSEPH NZIRORERA, FORMER 
SPEAKER OF THE RWANDAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY; JUSTIN 
MUGENZI, FORMER MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY; 
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FERDINAND NAHIMANA, FORMER GENERAL MANAGER OF THE 
RWANDAM INFORMATION AGENCY AND FOUNDER OF "RADIO MILLES 
COLLINES"; AND PASTEUR MUSABE, FORMER GENERAL MANAGER 
OF THE RWANDAN NATIONAL BANK. WHILE THERE ARE MORE 
THAN 200 RWANDAN EXILES IN CAMEROON, THESE FOUR HAVE 
RECEIVED THE MOST ATTENTION FROM THE MEDIA AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR SUSPECTED COMPLICITY IN 
RWANDA'S MASSACRES (REFTELS) . 

3. (U) THE TRIBUNE'S APRIL 7 COLUMN FIRST ANNOUNCED THE 
SIGNATURE OF AN ACCORD BETWEEN THE GRC AND THE UNHCR 
FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF CAMEROONIAN TROOPS IN SECURITY 
FORCES FOR RWANDAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN ZAIRE. ALMOST AS A 
FOOTNOTE, THE COLUMN MENTIONED THAT THE GRC DECIDED NOT 
TO GRANT POLITICAL ASYLUM TO "CERTAIN PERSONALITIES" 

WHO ARE IMPLICATED IN THE GENOCIDE WHICH TOOK PLACE IN 
RWANDA BEGINNING ONE YEAR AGO. THE COLUMN ADDED THAT. 
"IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS ETHICS AND FIDELITY TO THE 
PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE OAU AND THE UN,” THE 
GRC TOOK THE DECISION OUT OF CONCERN THAT CAMEROON NOT 
BECOME A "SANCTUARY FOR CRIMINALS." 

4. (U) THE TRIBUNE'S ARTICLE OF APRIL 10 SPECIFIED THAT 
THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, FERDINAND OYONO, 
ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE REGARDING THE GRC ' S DECISION ON 
APRIL 6. THE COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED THE SAME DAY THAT 
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OYONO AND A UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE, JIDDO VAN DRUNEN, 
SIGNED AN ACCORD FOR CAMEROONIAN PARTICIPATION IN 
SECURITY FORCES POSTED TO RWANDAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN 
ZAIRE. 
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SUBJECT: GRC DENIES POLITICAL ASYLUM TO FOUR HIGH- 

PROFILE RWANDANS 



9. (C) COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THE GRC 1 S DECISION 

TO DENY ASYLUM TO THESE FOUR RWANDAN EXILES IS , 

UNPRECEDENTED . | “ 

j 

| APPARENTLY, THE j 

ATTENTION BROUGHT TO THE CASES BY A VOCAL INDEPENDENT 
PRESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS SUCCEEDED IN 
CONVINCING GRC OFFICIALS THAT CAMEROON COULD DO WITHOUT 
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THE IMAGE THAT IT HARBORS PERPETRATORS OF GENOCIDE. 
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SUBJECT: GRC DENIES POLITICAL ASYLUM TO FOUR HIGH- 

PROFILE RWANDANS 

REF: A) YAOUNDE 856 B) YAOUNDE 579 

C) 94 YAOUNDE 11577 


1. (U) SUMMARY: 
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--THE GRC DECIDED ON APRIL 6, 1995, TO REJECT THE 
REQUESTS FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM OF FOUR PROMINENT RWANDAN 
EXILES DUE TO THEIR SUSPECTED COMPLICITY IN GENOCIDE. 
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--THE GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCED THE DECISION ON 
APRIL 7 AND THEN RAN A LONGER ARTICLE IN ITS APRIL 10 
ISSUE WHICH CITED THE FOUR RWANDANS BY NAME. 


END SUMMARY. 


ASYLUM DENIED TO FOUR RWANDAN EXILES 


2. (U) ON APRIL 7, 1995, THE GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER 
"CAMEROON TRIBUNE" ANNOUNCED THAT THE GRC DECIDED, ON 
APRIL 6, TO DENY POLITICAL ASYLUM TO RWANDANS 
IMPLICATED IN LAST YEAR'S GENOCIDE. THE FOLLOWING 
MONDAY, APRIL 10, THE TRIBUNE PROVIDED THE NAMES OF 
FOUR RWANDANS DENIED ASYLUM: JOSEPH NZIRORERA, FORMER 
SPEAKER OF THE RWANDAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY; JUSTIN 
MUGENZI, FORMER MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY; 
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FERDINAND NAHIMANA, FORMER GENERAL MANAGER OF THE 
RWANDAM INFORMATION AGENCY AND FOUNDER OF "RADIO MILLES 
COLLINES" ; AND PASTEUR MUSABE, FORMER GENERAL MANAGER 
OF THE RWANDAN NATIONAL BANK. WHILE THERE ARE MORE 
THAN 200 RWANDAN EXILES IN CAMEROON, THESE FOUR HAVE 
RECEIVED THE MOST ATTENTION FROM THE MEDIA AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR SUSPECTED COMPLICITY IN 
RWANDA'S MASSACRES (REFTELS) . 

3. (U) THE TRIBUNE'S APRIL 7 COLUMN FIRST ANNOUNCED THE 
SIGNATURE OF AN ACCORD BETWEEN THE GRC AND THE UNHCR 
FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF CAMEROONIAN TROOPS IN SECURITY 
FORCES FOR RWANDAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN ZAIRE. ALMOST AS A 
FOOTNOTE, THE COLUMN MENTIONED THAT THE GRC DECIDED NOT 
TO GRANT POLITICAL ASYLUM TO "CERTAIN PERSONALITIES" 

WHO ARE IMPLICATED IN THE GENOCIDE WHICH TOOK PLACE IN 
RWANDA BEGINNING ONE YEAR AGO. THE COLUMN ADDED THAT 
"IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS ETHICS AND FIDELITY TO THE 
PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE OAU AND THE UN," THE 
GRC TOOK THE DECISION OUT OF CONCERN THAT CAMEROON NOT 
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BECOME A "SANCTUARY FOR CRIMINALS." 

4. (U) THE TRIBUNE'S ARTICLE OF APRIL 10 SPECIFIED THAT 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, FERDINAND OYONO, . 
ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE REGARDING THE GRC'S DECISION ON 
APRIL 6. THE COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED THE SAME DAY THAT 
OYONO AND A UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE, JIDDO VAN DRUNEN, 
SIGNED AN ACCORD FOR CAMEROONIAN PARTICIPATION IN 
SECURITY FORCES POSTED TO RWANDAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN 
ZAIRE. 
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SUBJECT: GRC DENIES POLITICAL ASYLUM TO FOUR HIGH- 

PROFILE RWANDANS 


9. (C) COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THE GRC'S DECISION 

TO DENY ASYLUM TO THESE FOUR RWANDAN EXILES IS 
UNPRECEDENTED. \ 


APPARENTLY, THE 
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ATTENTION BROUGHT TO THE CASES BY A VOCAL INDEPENDENT 
PRESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS SUCCEEDED IN 
CONVINCING GRC OFFICIALS THAT CAMEROON COULD DO WITHOUT 
THE IMAGE THAT IT HARBORS PERPETRATORS OF GENOCIDE. 
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SUBJECT: GRC DENIES POLITICAL ASYLUM TO FOUR HIGH- 

PROFILE RWANDANS 

REF: A) YAOUNDE 856 B) YAOUNDE 573 

C) 94 YAOUNDE 11577 


1. <U) SUMMARY: 

--THE GRC DECIDED ON APRIL 6, 1995, TO REJECT THE 
REQUESTS FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM OF FOUR PROMINENT RWANDAN 
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EXILES DUE TO THEIR SUSPECTED COMPLICITY IN GENOCIDE. 

Current Class: CONFIDENTIAL 


UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 


Current Class: CONFIDENTIAL 
Current Handling: n/a 

--THE GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCED THE DECISION ON 
APRIL 7 AND THEN RAN A LONGER ARTICLE IN ITS APRIL 10 
ISSUE WHICH CITED THE FOUR RWANDANS BY NAME. 


END SUMMARY. 


ASYLUM DENIED TO FOUR RWANDAN EXILES 


2. (U) ON APRIL 7, 1995, THE GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER 
"CAMEROON TRIBUNE" ANNOUNCED THAT THE GRC DECIDED, ON 
APRIL 6, TO DENY POLITICAL ASYLUM TO RWANDANS 
IMPLICATED IN LAST YEAR'S GENOCIDE. THE FOLLOWING 
MONDAY, APRIL 10, THE TRIBUNE PROVIDED THE NAMES OF 
FOUR RWANDANS DENIED ASYLUM: JOSEPH NZIRORERA, FORMER 
SPEAKER OF THE RWANDAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY; JUSTIN 
MUGENZI, FORMER MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY ; 
FERDINAND NAHIMANA, FORMER GENERAL MANAGER OF THE 
RWANDAM INFORMATION AGENCY AND FOUNDER OF "RADIO MILLES 
COLLINES"; AND PASTEUR MUSABE, FORMER GENERAL MANAGER 
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OF THE RWANDAN NATIONAL BANK. WHILE THERE ARE MORE 
THAN 200 RWANDAN EXILES IN CAMEROON, THESE FOUR HAVE 
RECEIVED THE MOST ATTENTION FROM THE MEDIA AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR SUSPECTED COMPLICITY IN 
RWANDA’S MASSACRES (REFTELS) . 

3. (U) THE TRIBUNE'S APRIL 7 COLUMN FIRST ANNOUNCED THE 
SIGNATURE OF AN ACCORD BETWEEN THE GRC AND THE UNHCR 
FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF CAMEROONIAN TROOPS IN SECURITY 
FORCES FOR RWANDAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN ZAIRE. ALMOST AS A 
FOOTNOTE, THE COLUMN MENTIONED THAT THE GRC DECIDED NOT 
TO GRANT POLITICAL ASYLUM TO "CERTAIN PERSONALITIES" 

WHO ARE IMPLICATED IN THE GENOCIDE WHICH TOOK PLACE IN 
RWANDA BEGINNING ONE YEAR AGO. THE COLUMN ADDED THAT 
"IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS ETHICS AND FIDELITY TO THE 
PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE OAU AND THE UN," THE 
GRC TOOK THE DECISION OUT OF CONCERN THAT CAMEROON NOT 
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BECOME A "SANCTUARY FOR CRIMINALS." 

4. (U) THE TRIBUNE'S ARTICLE OF APRIL 10 SPECIFIED THAT 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, FERDINAND OYONO, 
ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE REGARDING THE GRC'S DECISION ON 
APRIL 6. THE COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED THE SAME DAY THAT 
OYONO AND A UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE, JIDDO VAN DRUNEN, 
SIGNED AN ACCORD FOR CAMEROONIAN PARTICIPATION IN 
SECURITY FORCES POSTED TO RWANDAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN 
ZAIRE. 
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SUBJECT: GRC DENIES POLITICAL ASYLUM TO FOUR HIGH- 

PROFILE RWANDANS 


9. (C) COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THE GRC'S DECISION 

TO DENY ASYLUM TO THESE FOUR RWANDAN EXILES IS 
UNPRECEDENTED. C " 


APPARENTLY, THE 
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ATTENTION BROUGHT TO THE CASES BY A VOCAL INDEPENDENT 
PRESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS SUCCEEDED IN 
CONVINCING GRC OFFICIALS THAT CAMEROON COULD DO WITHOUT 
THE IMAGE THAT IT HARBORS PERPETRATORS OF GENOCIDE. 
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